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Introduction

The following essays may
provide a glimpse of what our school
life is like and how our students feel
towards certain issues. We hope you

can enjoy reading them!
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'- Diary

1B Elton, Cheung Shek Heng

| get two dollars from my mother every day. | spend a little on
food In school. | do not buy any drinks. | save the rest of my money. |
have a green frog bank. It is almost full. There are a lot of coins inside.
My mother has promised to put the money in a bank for me. | do not
spend my money on things that | do not need. | do not buy toys. | want
to save my money for rainy days.

My school picnic

1E Chan Sze Nga

On 3” November, | had my school picnic. We set off at nine
o'clock. QOur destination was Fanling. We brought lots of food; for
example, meat, sausages, bread, chicken wings, marshmallow and some
drinks. Since we planned to have barbecue on that day, we brought lots

of food. On the coach, we played some games.

When we arrived at the barbecue site, we made a fire for barbecue
at once. It took us a long time to set the fire. After that, we had
barbecue. | ate a chicken wing and some fish-balls. The chicken wing was

very yummy.

After that, we went hiking. We lost our way on the peak. Luckily
we found our teachers at last. | was happy as | caught bees and

butterflies. | even saw a frog.

On our way back to school, we listened to music. That day | felt

very happy.
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Story Writing

2A Megan Chan

One day, Wendy and her best friend Miranda went to the beach.
When they were playing very happily, they saw an old bottle with a plece
of paper inside. It looked like an “SO5" message in the films and TV
programmes. They felt puzzled, so they picked up the bottle and saw

what was inside.
They saw a letter in the bottle. They started to read it.

“Help! Help! When you read this letter, please help us! | am Kacy
and | have a lot of friends on an island called Monster Land. It is a very
dangerous place! You must save us. | think we are in the east because |

can see the sun rise. SOS! Help!”

Wendy and Miranda sought help from JoJo who was an
experienced traveler. They believed that JoJo could help the people in
Monster Land.

They set off to Monster Land by ship. They felt extremely excited.
They were so excited that they forgot eating and drinking. Finally, they
died in the ship five days later. Before they died, they had written a letter
bearing the same message. They had put it in a bottle and thrown it into

the sea.

Story Writing

2A Sandy, Leung Po Shan

Once upon a time, there was a lovely and peaceful village which
was called Light Village. Everyone believed that there were wolves in the

woods. Someone said that the wolves would turn into humans!

There was a baby called Dicky. His father and mother were pirates.
They got married and gave birth to a little boy, Dicky. However, they
could just enjoy their happy family life for a few months. Then, the bad
dream came! Dicky's parents fought with the other pirates and were
killed. Before they died, they had left Dicky in the woods. The leader of

the wolves treated him as its son. He drank wolf milk and ate raw meat.

Fifteen years later, Dicky took the leadership and became the head

of the wolves,

Meanwhile, Dicky heard of war in Light Village. The pirates wanted
to destroy the village. 50 he led the wolves to fight against the pirates in
defence of the village. Dicky ran fast with his “four legs”. He attacked the
head of the pirates from his back. Finally, he killed him. All the pirates
were shocked. They left the village eventually.

The village became peaceful again. All the people in the
village were thankful to Dicky.
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Story Writing

2A Wong Chui Ying

| went back home one day after school. It was about seven o'clock
at night. When | was walking through the tunnel, a man who was holding
a piece of wood in his hand was following me. Suddenly, the man

attacked me from my back. Then, | fell down.

When | woke up, | was in another world. In this world, | had no
friends and no family members. No one was familiar to me. However,
there were many people looking at me. Then someone said, 'Oh! How

wonderful! You're awake! How do you come to our world?'

| asked, 'l don't know why I'm here and I've no idea how | come

here. What is the name of your world?'

Someone replied, "Our world is called “Wonderful World”. We are

friendly and nice., We will help you go back to your world. Don't worry!”
| responded, 'Thanks. What is your name?'

Someone sald, 'I'm Danny and I'm the leader of this world. He's
Dan and she's Sophie. They're my helpers. If you've any questions, you

can ask them."
| replied, "OK. Thanks.'

After that, | began a new life in Wonderful World. Everyone was

L
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nice and polite. They would say “hello” to one another. | had my own
office and my own bedroom which was very big. It was my dream life
but | missed my friends very much so | just wanted tw go back to my
world.

Later, Danny said, 'l found something which can make you go back
to your world. At midnight, I'll attack you... Then, you can go back to
your world.

Suddenly, | woke up. Oh... it was a dream. It was amazing.

09
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What have | learnt from the Life-wide Learning Day?

| have learnt that tourists enjoy shopping in Hong Kong. But some
of the tourists think the shopping centers can do better. | also learn that
if you want to interview a tourist, you must speak confidently, or you will
give them a bad impression of your school. Also, interviewing a tourist
isn't easy. You must speak English fluently. However, many tourists don't

want to be interviewed because they are busy.
Was it a meaningful/ an enjoyable experience? Why/ why not?

To me, it was an enjoyable experience because | could walk around
the shopping center. The feeling of walking around was good. And
talking to the tourists was fun. | could improve my English. The most
unforgettable experience was talking with a tourist who came from New
Zealand. She sald my English was good. | felt very happy. It was a good
attempt to talk to vourists. Some of them were kind but some were rude.
| hope | can do a similar project next year.

My favorite cartoon character

2E Man Lok In

| would like to tell you a cartoon character. She is Hello Kitty. She
has a cute face, very beautiful eyes, and a small mouth. She is 1.18ecm
tall. She has many family members including grandfather, grandmother,

father, mother, brother and sister.

She is very kind. She always helps people when they are in
difficulties. She likes to eat bread and drink milk. She is naive but very
honest. Sometimes she is very obedient. When her mother asks her to
do homework and housework, she does them readily. What is more, she

has many good friends.

| like kitty very much. If | were a boy, | would ask her to be my girl

friend. In fact she is many men's dream wife.

11



- Diary writing

34 Chan Sze Wali

Dear Diary,
| witnessed a robbery today.

In the morning, | went o the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre in Wan Chai with Jonathan. We visited the Career
Expo held there. As we were at different booths, we talked on the phone
to keep in contact. Suddenly, | heard a girl screaming. She pointed at a
man who wore a cap, a pair of sunglasses and black trousers. “A robber!
A robber! Help!™ she shouted. | was scared. | wanted to help the girl
but | didn't know how, so | described the suspect to Jonathan. Jonathan
said, “Okay, calm down. Call the police right now. I'll go to the exit to
catch him.”

| called the police immediately. They came to the scene in about 3
minutes. | ook them to the exit. When we arrived at the exit, we saw
Jonathan fight with the suspect. A policeman took a gun out of his bag
and demanded the suspect to stop fighting.

“Don't move!” he ordered. At last, the police arrested the suspect
and gave the bag back to the gir. The girl thanked us. Two policemen
came towards us and said, “Could you go to the police station and be

our witnesses?" “Sure” we said together.

That afternoon we stayed in the police station for a long time and
did what good citizens should have donel

4
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Hiking
3A Ruby, Leung Hiu Ying

Last weekend, Grace, Jimmy, Sarah and | went to Kam Shan
Country Park for a hiking trip.

That morning, they came to my home at about eight forty-five.
Then we prepared things for the trip. While Grace and Jimmy were
packing some necessities such as bottles of water and some snacks in our
rucksacks, 5arah and | were checking the bus timetable.

We left home at nine o'clock and arrived at the country park at
about ten, It was so sunny that we had to put some sunblock on our
skin. Moreover, Grace, Sarah and | wore hats and Jimmy wore a pair of
sunglasses. Then, we started our journey. While we were hiking, a
mountain biker appeared in front of us suddenly and he almaost hit Sarah.
We were very scared and Sarah felt scared too. Luckily, she did not get
hurt. After she had calmed down, we continued hiking.

On the way, a monkey suddenly jumped out from the bush and
took Jimmy's snacks away. When we saw that scene, we got shocked and
laughed. Then we went on walking. A moment later, we spotted a hill
fire. 50 we left the scene at once. When we went to a safe place, we

called the police. Finally, the fire was put out by the fire-fighters.

| think this hiking trip was very exciting and | will go there for
hiking again.

umwts C M
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3B Alicia, Ng Yuen Yan

Most dogs are intelligent. They can learn a lot of things in a few
minutes. But don't forget that if you want your dog to learn something
well, you should give it a reward. | have a puppy called Rainbow. One
day, | taught it to fetch me a pair of slippers. It learnt the trick just in a

few minutes! After it had learnt it, | gave it a dog-blscuit as a reward.

The next day, | returned home from school. When | arrived home,
Rainbow was running towards me with a pair of slippers and put them
down right in front of me. | was delighted because it still remembered
how to fetch a pair of slippers for me! | leaned forward, hugged it and
touched its head. And it was blissful!

After a while, | went to my room and did my assignments. These
assignments upset me and kept me busily engaged, so | didn't care what
happened around me. | only knew my dog was walking to and fro

between me and the door, but | didn't bother what it was doing.

After half an hour, | finished my assignments. Then | discovered my
dog had fetched me many pairs of slippers. | wondered why Rainbow
fetched me these slippers. Then | guessed it wanted to have as many
dog-biscuits as it could. 50, | decided not to give it any dog-biscuits
thereafter!

Voice your opinions

Shanghai will have its Disney park soon. How will Hong Kong
Disneyland be affected?

3C Matthew Yip

The central Government has decided to build a Disney theme
park in Shanghai. This will put the two cities, Hong Kong and
Shanghai, into greater competition as tourist destinations. Since
Shanghai Disney park will be four times the size of Hong Kong
Disneyland, | believe most tourists will choose o go to Shanghai
rather than Hong Kong.

3C Cindy Lam

| think Hong Kong Disneyland will have fewer visitors as they
will opt for Shanghai Disneyland which will be much bigger and offer
more exciting rides. Anyway, we will have to wait and see how

Shanghai Disney park will affect Hong Kong.

Would you like to be a voluntary worker helping to provide relief
work in China?

3E Rose Chung

Yes, | want to help people who get into difficulties. | realize
helping people makes me happy.

3D Fanny Leung

Mo, it's because | have never been a voluntary worker before
but | will donate money to the needy in China. | hope their living
standard can be improved.

15
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Do you like to study in a boarding school?

3C Sindy Poon

Yes, it's because studying in a boarding school can give me a
chance to learn to be independent. | have to take care of myself and
| cannot rely on my family.

3D Sandra Wong

| don't like the idea because | can't see my family. If | studied
in a boardingschool, | would only see them at weekends. Definitely, |
would miss them.

My best friend

4A Hannah, Cho Kwan Man

Mary is my best friend. She is a lovely girl and she loves singing
very much. We always sing together. She likes music lessons too because

she can show her talents and her beautiful voice.

One day, my music teacher told me that there would be a singing
contest in the coming month. | believed that Mary would like to join the
contest so | filled in the application form for her. | helped her to join the
singing contest because | hoped that others could have a chance to listen
to her beautiful voice. | also believed that she would win the contest so |

decided not to tell her until two days before the singing contest.

Two days before the singing contest, Mary found that her name was
printed on the contestant list of the singing contest. She was so shocked
that she did not want to join it. She cried and refused to talk to me. |
was 50 upset that | wrote a letter of apology to her. | also sent SMS to

her. | encouraged her to try her best.

At last, she showed up in the singing contest and she won in the
end. | was very happy when she thanked me for giving her the chance to

join the singing contest.
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A letter of advice

4B Jeffray, Chan Mei Zhi

Dear Sally

Thanks for your lewer. I'm sorry that your friend 5 having
problems with her boyfriend and | hope | can help you and your friend.

First, you told me your classmate’s boyfriend was abusing her. You
saw some bruises on her body and she didn't want you to know about
that. S0, she's avoiding you. | think you should find some ways to talk o
her. How about inviting her to lunch or to go for a walk? This can make
vour friend feel relaxed. And during the lunch or the walk, you can
comfort her. And the most important part §s to explain to her that her
boyfriend does not love her. If her boyfriend had loved her, he would
not have abused her. You should encourage her 1o talk about it and solve
the problem.

If 1 were you, I'd surf the internet o find out some counseling

services as they can offer professional advice and support.

Maybe you can also tell her not to rely on her boyfriend. She can
get real happiness without him. That means you should encourage her 1o
break up with him.

| hope this advice helps.

Pat

1
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A personal letter

4B Jeffrey, Chen Mei Zhi
Hi! Peter,

How are you? I'm great! | want o tell you my summer job at
Barney's Bakery. This was my first job, so my mother gave me some tips
and she said every boss liked someone who worked hard. | very much
agree with her.

Peter, you know, | was very happy when | worked in Bamey's
Bakery because my boss and my colleagues were good to me. |
remember the first time when | made cookies, | failed. | was very jumpy
because | was scared that the boss would blame me. But my boss just
said, “Don't worry!” The answer surprised me. It came like a bolt from
the blue. Then, my boss taught me how 1o make cookies.

Although | got on well with my colleagues, | had to because the
new school term started in September. . | have leamt much from the job,
for example, how to make cookies and how to get on well with others. |

was really unwilling to quit my job.

S0, how about you? Did you get a job this summer? | miss you. |

can't wait to meet you,
Youirs,

Chris

umwts C M
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An Email Offering Advice

4C Lam Ho Kai

To: Alex

From: Chris

Date:  Saturday, 12th December, 8:30 p.m.
Subject: Trip to Hong Kong

Dear Alex,

Thanks for your email asking about a trip to Hong Kong. Don't
worry too much about preparing for your trip. | can give you some

advice that may help vou.

It is quite cold and dry in January. The average temperature in
January is between 10°C and 15°C. You should pack some long-sleeved

shirts, a sweater and a warm jacket.

You have asked me whether Hong Kong people bow to each other
when they meet. We do not bow as the Japanese do. When meeting
new friends, we do not hug or kiss them. Usually, we just shake hands or

give them a nod and a smile.

You also asked me about the local food of Hong Kong. | suggest
that you can try some local dishes in a cha-chaan-teng. You can try a
local breakfast there or a bowl of rickshaw noodles with a choice of

toppings, such as vegetables, tofu or chicken wings. Besides, there are

also some famous local snacks from the cooked-food stalls, such as fish
balls, egg puffs, and deep-fried snacks. The most delicious one that |
would like to highly recommend is egg puff. 1'm sure it's difficult for

you to resist the temptation.

Finally, you asked me about where you could go shopping with a
limited amount of pocket money. | think you can go to Mong Kok and
Ap Liu Street. In Mong Kok, you can find some fashionable clothes at
a budget price. In Ap Liu Street, you can buy some second-hand trendy
stuff; for example, mobile phones and CD players.

| hope this advice helps. Email me if you need any other
information.

Bye for now.

Chris
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A Great Discovery

4C Mok Po Ying

Last week during the lunchtime, | went downstairs to see Ms. So,
my English teacher. | was quite disappointed to find that there was no
one in the teachers' room. When | was about to leave, | discovered a
piece of paper near the staff room door. | wondered what it was, so |
picked it up to have a lock. | was shocked to see the words 'End of
paper' at the end of it. Out of curiosity, | picked the paper up and gave
it to Mary, my best friend, who was sitting next to me. She read it
through and told me that it was a reading comprehension examination
paper of our form. We were confused. If we took it away and studied its
context, we might be able to get a good result in the examination.
However, it would be unfair to the other students and we would be too
selfish to do so. After a second thought, we made up our mind to be
honest. We would like to try our best to face the challenge of
examination. Without much hesitation, we went down to the staff room
and told Ms. 5o what we had found on the floor. She was puzzled and
looked at us doubtfully,. We felt uncomfortable. After a while, she
laughed loudly. We were scared because we might be punished.
Surprisingly, ™Ms So told us to calm down. Perhaps, we appeared
extremely nervous. She said gently, 'Have a close look. It's a past
examination paper that | am going to let your class practise before the

examination.' We felt relieved and burst into laughter too.

Learning English through Drama

4D Fong Po Yee

Our English Drama Club will perform a new play in the school hall
on 25 June (Friday) from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. after the final examination.
The play is called 'Romeo and Julier 2'. We have spent four months
preparing for it.

We are fortunate enough to have Ms Yuan as our director, Ms. Chan
as our consultant and the Parent-teacher Association as our sponsor. It is
the first time that we co-operate with Dancing Club, School Choir and
Home Economics Club. With the help of all the English teachers, we
modified and even wrote the lyrics by ourselves. The teacher-in-charge of
the Dancing Club gave us advice on the design and arrangement of the
dance. Ms. Mg, The Home Economics teacher, helped us to tailor-make
the costumes. Without doubt, the performance has been the biggest one

in our school so far.

For the previous musical show, only the senior form students could
take part in it. Mow it is open to all students who are interested. We hope
that you can enjoy our performance. Unlike the traditional script, it Is

rewritten to be a modern musical comedy.

Last but not least, we expect all students to participate in the show.
Actually, all the participants, including actors and audience, can certainly
learn English leisurely through drama.

All tickets are distributed on a first-come-first-served basis. Don't
hesitate to collect one from the members of the Drama Club. You are
welcome!

x ¥
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mputer - a blessing or a curse?

5B Richard, Chung Ching Chun

A recent survey revealed that at least 20% of Hong Kong students
spent a minimum of five hours a day 'glued' to their computers. The
survey also showed they ignored sleep, health, leisure activities, friends

and family, and even school work.

Due to the advance of technology, computer has become an
integral part of our life. Although computer is important, we should not
be addicted to it, or else many problems will develop. The obvious
problem is eye defect. Concentrating on the monitor for several hours
makes you incapable of looking at distant objects clearly. In other words,
you get short-sighted. Lingering in front of the monitor for a long time,
you will find your short-sightedness aggravates until you cannot live

without glasses.

People use computers for two major reasons-chatting and playing,
both let you intrigue into the virtual world and forget about everything if
you spend too much time on them. You become unable to distinguish
between the virtual world and the reality. Being addicted to bloody
online games turns you into an aggressive guy. Being intrigued in chat-
rooms changes you into someone afrald of reality. Since you are
anonymous in chat-rooms, you can talk freely or even use foul language.

When you are no longer anonymous, you may not dare to express your

opinions though you may have lots of ideas.

The situations discussed above only happen if you put too much
time on your computer. The solution is simple-try to stay away. Limit
your time spent on computer. You can find someone to supervise you if
you cannot deal with it yourself. The pros and cons of technology

depend on the way we use it!
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onserve our environment

65 Lily, Kwan Po Hing

Dear editor,

| am writing to express my views towards the attitude of Hong
Kongers on environmental issues. The city has introduced numerous
programs which aim to promote eco-friendly message. It is a bit
disappointing that most Hong Kongers are far from being

environmentally-friendly.

To begin with, people get the message but they seldom take actions
to protect our environment. Long time ago, there was an advertisement
saying that the "4Rs' was crucial in saving the resources on Earth: recycle,
reuse, replace and reduce. | belleve all of us understand what the
meanings of those words are but frankly speaking, actions are better than
words. Though the recycling bins are placed in schools, estate buildings,
parks and even some public grounds, according to my observation, they
are often left empty while the rubbish bins are always full. Convenient as
those rubbish bins seem to be, they hurt the environment a lot. Besides,
the workload of the cleaning workers increases as we put whatever we
want into the rubbish bins. To tackle this problem, the management
offices in some housing estates organize the 'Exchange Campaign'.
Households can hand over the recyclable materials in exchange for daily
necessities such as toilet paper, pencils and drinks. It is not the goods we
receive that matters, but the effort we pay in promoting eco-friendly
message matters. To make this campaign a successful one, the schools

may also implement this kind of exchange programmes so that the

students can be aware of how important individual efforts are.

Secondly, hardly do people put environment as their first priority.
Although they realize that they should do more, convenience and money
are two stumbling blocks which lead to failure in achieving the 'green’
goal. For example, the plastic bag levy does give a signal to customers
that they should bring their own shopping bags. However, there are still
some customers seeing this act as inconvenience. On top of this, some
environmentalists point out that the neon lights that some famous shops
use are detrimental to our environment. Undoubtedly, using neon lights
is an effective way to catch customers' attention, but the owners of the
shops overlook the fact that they are actually causing more harm to the
Earth. Is it worth investing money in promoting business but at the same

time putting our health at risk?

To a certain extent, Hong Kongers are environmentally-friendly as
they have made some attempts to protect the environment. Yet, this is
not enough. People ought to be persistent and participate in the eco-
friendly programmes actively on a day-to-day basis!

How our Earth will look like depends on our efforts, so let us all

play a role in protecting our environment.
Yours faithfully,

Chris Wong

27
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Ime views are not everything

65 Lily, Kwan Po Hing

With today's advanced technology, people have varlous ways o
voice their opinions. They can do this through blogs, forums or social
networking sites on the internet. The mass media should not give too

much prominence to such views.

We should respect freedom of speech, but Met users don't
represent a majority of residents. There are a lot of people, including
some of the elderly, who have never used the internet. They have the
right to express their views in other ways, and the media should give
them equal publicity.

Everyone can share their opinions online. But it is Important for
both the media and residents to analyse an issue properly before they

back online campalgns on controversial topics,

What's wrong with
our education system?

65 Wu Chi Kin

Mowadays, many people have sparked the discussion on the current
Hong Kong education system, blaming that it has created many obedient
followers rather than creative leaders and the skills mastered can't help
students to survive in the working society. In my opinion, | agree that the
education system Is creating many obedient followers and | am going to

examine this situation.

It is clear that most students lack the chance of giving their ideas
during lessons as most teachers are too textbook-bound. According to
statlstics, about 75%of secondary students sald that they didn’t have any
chance of expressing their ideas during lessons. Thanks to our existing

system, many students are passive and uncreative,

Besides, the skills that students leamn at school are not linked to the
working society. Schools only focus on academic results. Unlike schools,
our society needs people equipped with skills of different aspects, for
instance, communicative skills, presentation skills and skills of organizing
functions. In schools, students are always under the pressure of
competing with their peers. Focusing only on academic results, they
often abandon many chances of developing other skills, which makes

them less competitive in the working society.
r W
s C M
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Moreover, in schools, students are well protected by teachers and
parents. This situaton is hugely different from that in the working
society. Owing to the fact that many teachers are over-protective,
students can't really grow up. As we can observe, most students are very
lazy and always depend on teachers to help them overcome difficult
challenges. They are somewhat like bables in mother's arms. Just
imagine, if students don't learn how to overcome difficulties on their
own, will their boss help them to finish their work when they join the
workforce? Will their boss give chances to them to correct their
mistakes? Will they have the chances of saying “No” to their boss? No!
The followers are only losers. Unfortunately, teachers are always too
protective and limit students’ chances of learning the skills of being

leaders.

Obviously, there is much room for the government to improve
the education system. Firstly, the notion that students are not babies
should be reinforced among teachers and students. Teachers should be
strict with their students. Such a notion helps students adapt to the
working society easily. Second, schools should give more chances to
students to express their own ideas and give presentations during lessons.
All these are absolutely useful for them to develop their creativity and
build up confidence when facing the public. Finally, working in a small

group can increase their amount of participation. With less help from the
others, especially teachers, they learn how to finish thelr tasks on their

oWn.

In fact, one of the main functions of education is to nurture talents,
To serve this purpose well, our education system should change with
time. With all these changes in mindsets and teaching modes, our

education system will definitely serve the public better.
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