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(2) RIEEZBMYIYENnglish Languagge

PUBLIC ASSESSMENT

U

Component Weighting Duration
Public exam | Paper 1 Reading 20% 1 hr 30mins
Paper 2 Writing 25% 2 hours
Paper 3 Listening & 30% 2 hours
Integrated skills
Paper 4 Speaking 10% 20 minutes
School-based assessment 15%

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
The overall aim is to evaluate candidates’ achievement de#raing targets and objectives of the
curriculum detailed in the New Senior Secondary Curriculum asgegsment Guide for English
Language (Secondary 4 to 6)
The assessment objectives are the same as the broaddeartiomes as stated in Chapter 2 of the C & A
Guide

MAIN FEATURES
Graded approach in reading and listening papers
Assessment of the electives in writing and SBA
Speaking skills assessed in two modes:
-school-based assessment (SBA)
-oral exam
Standards-referenced reporting
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RATIONALE FOR GRADED APPROACH
Caters to the needs of candidates with a wider range lay aiNSS
Improves discrimination of assessment
More effective use of exam time
Beneficial backwash on teaching and learning

REPORTING

Subject 100%
Reading 20%
Writing 25%
Listening & Integrated Skills 30%
Speaking (SBA & oral exam) 25%

STANDARDS-REFERENCED REPORTING
Descriptors spell out the standards required for differeetdenf performance
Examples of assessment tasks and samples of typical perfermavided to illustrate the requirements
of different levels
Cutting scores for each level set by a panel of subjectrisxpéth reference to level descriptors and
samples of candidates’ responses
Information on standards derived from a secure monitoring f#sil®o be used to ensure consistency of
standards across years
Number of candidates awarded a particular level depends awttied performance in that year

PAPER 1 READING

Consists of two parts:

Part A - Compulsory

Part B - Section 1 (easier)

Section 2 (more difficult)

Candidates choossther Section lor 2
Candidates attempting Section 2 can attain up to Level 5**
Candidates attempting Section 1 can attain up to Levely4 onl
Written texts of varying lengths and levels of difficulty
Different question types including multiple-choice items, sh@poases and more extended
open-ended responses

PAPER 2 WRITING

Part A

Short, guided task

About 200 words

Situation, purpose & relevant information provided
Part B

Longer, more open-ended task

About 400 words

Choice of one out of 8 questions

Each based on one of the 8 modules in the Elective Part

PAPER 3 LISTENING & INTEGRATED SKILLS

Consists of two parts:

Part A (compulsory)

Part B

Section 1 (easier)

Section 2 (more difficult)
Candidates choose to didher Section lor 2
Candidates attempting Section 2 can attain up to Level 5**
Candidates attempting Sectionl can attain up to Level 4 only
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Part A
Shorter thematically linked tasks
Situation:
You are Charlie, an F.6 student. You and your classmate®izg a media studies course. You have to
complete an assignment and project on reality shows.

Part B
Longer thematically linked tasks testing integration skills
Divided into two sections
Each section uses same Data File and recording
Not all of Data File relevant to both sections
Candidates choose only one section
Sample Tasks (Part B)
Date File
Component Section 1 Section 2
1. Listening Participantslist description in point brief description for a
on the show form leaflet
2. DataFile outline of a report short report
3. DataFile e-mail a formal proposal

PAPER 4 SPEAKING

Part A Group Interaction
Discussion based on a given short text
PreparatiortO minutesdiscussion8 minutes
Texts may include advertisements, book synopses, film revieemss reports, letters, etc.
Candidates required to make suggestions, give advice, make #&reapthoice, argue for or against a
position, discuss pros and cons of a proposal, etc.

Part B Individual Response
Candidates respond individually to an examiner’s questions
Questions based on the discussion task
One minute per candidate
Candidates required to make and justify a choice, decide oexpfaln a course of action, argue for or
against a position, etc.
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